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Dear North Central Parke Community Member, 
 
I am writing this open letter today to address concerns over COVID-19 and the school’s 
reaction to positive cases, as well as close contacts.  
 
This past spring the corporation was able to get a good handle on quarantines and we were 
able to minimize impacts of the virus in school to a great degree. Summer school occurred 
with few days impacted by COVID. Subsequently, we were under the impression that the 
year would begin in a much better state than last year. Unfortunately, that has not been 
reality as we have seen cases increase, and quarantines move to what some would deem as 
an excessive level. 
 
The pandemic has been one of the most frustrating, worrisome, and divisive experiences of 
my entire life. As superintendent of North Central Parke, my focus will always be upon the 
well-being and safety of students first and foremost. Quickly following this number one 
priority is the academic success of students. 
 
Across the world, quarantines are negatively affecting the development of our young 
people. The lack of social interaction due to quarantines has become possibly more 
detrimental to the overall mental health and academic success of students at large, than the 
impact of actually contracting the virus. I am not a medical professional, but I can speak to 
the data that we are seeing in regard to student progress from the perspective of a 
professional educator, and what I am seeing from that perspective approaches 
unacceptable. 
 
It is with that level of understanding that the North Central Parke Community School 
Corporation Board of Trustees will be meeting on Monday night at 6:00 in the high school 
to consider significant updates to the processes that we have put into place in regard to 
student quarantines. At that time, clear, and updated guidelines will be approved as they 
relate to the procedures of dealing with COVID-19.  
 
In consultation with the Parke County Health Department we have already been able to 
safely adjust procedures in regard to close contact tracing. If your student is currently 
quarantined and impacted by these changes you should expect a notification from the 
corporation.  
 
One of the best ways that parents can protect students at large, is to avoid sending any sick 
student to school, which means they have been fever or symptom free for a minimum of 24 
hours. The school will continue to enact procedures that will help to minimize spread such 
as encouraging students to wear masks, continuing to find ways to maintain social 
distancing while not entirely removing socialization, avoiding the use of water fountains, 
maintaining opportunities to bring in outside air, utilizing filtration equipment such as air 
purifiers, stressing the importance of hand washing and good hygiene, and providing 



information on the importance of vaccinations while recognizing that there is personal 
choice as it relates to the use of a COVID vaccine.  
 
While the year has already proven a significant challenge, I believe in the teachers and staff 
of NCP and their ability to minimize risk for students while providing exceptional 
educational opportunities. Personally, I believe that organizations are often either pulling 
apart, or pulling together, and I believe the updated look at our practices will provide a 
significant opportunity to pull closer together for the good of our students. 
 
Thank you for your continued trust and support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Superintendent Schimpf 
 
 
 


